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GMW County Notes – October 2019 
 

                                         County Website - http://www.gmwguiding.org.uk 
 

Our County Notes should be shared with every adult member and every young leader. 
                                               Please do your best to make sure this happens. 
 
1. Contacts – For general enquiries about running your unit and district/division matters please  

  contact your local commissioner in the first instance. 
 

For queries related to county matters please contact either Ann Healey as county commissioner 
gmwcountycomm@gmail.com or Christine Tyler (county secretary) at gmwsec@gmail.com 
For training queries contact Rebecca Carr at gmwtraining@gmail.com 

 
2. County Newsletter and Website: Have you held a successful unit, district or division event or 

been part of a community activity?  We would love to hear your news!! Please send any articles 
and photos via email to gmw.publicrelations@googlemail.com 

 
3. Girlguiding website – The Girlguiding website including GO - https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/ 

 
4. Important - Data Protection Have you done the GDPR e-learning module? It is a really good way of 

bringing yourself up to date with the dos and don’ts of data protection.  Keeping Information Safe - 
e-learning  

 A useful GDPR checklist can also be found at Girlguiding GDPR Information 
 

5. DBS Checks for adults working in the unit.  Please note that DBS checks from other organisations  
       do not count. Anyone volunteering with Girlguiding needs to have a Girlguiding DBS check. 

 
Disclosure Checks for Under 18 Year Olds – Please note the changes below: 
 
It is Girlguiding policy that Disclosure checks should only be conducted for volunteers 
when they are aged 18 or above and in a role that requires a disclosure check. An 
exception to this policy is when a young volunteer will be turning 18 just before or during 
an event in which she is volunteering. In this circumstance it is permissible for this check 
to be done while she is 17 and within 60 days of her 18th birthday.      
As GO will not automatically trigger a disclosure check request, commissioners will need 
to email  disclosures@girlguiding.org.uk so that submission of the check can be approved. 
For DBS checks a record will need to be created on the disclosure system by the 
disclosures team for the check to be initiated.  

 
6. Membership Systems – County GO – Amy Fraser is our county GO co-ordinator and is able to offer 

help and advice as well as answer any queries. Email her via: GMWGOcoordinator@hotmail.com 
Important – All leaders using GO are reminded to regularly check for communications sent via 
GO, and shown in the top right of the menu bar drop-down box where the leader’s name  is 
shown under “Communications”. 

http://www.gmwguiding.org.uk/
http://www.gmwguiding.org.uk/
mailto:gmwcountycomm@gmail.com
mailto:gmwcountycomm@gmail.com
mailto:gmwsec@gmail.com
mailto:gmwsec@gmail.com
mailto:gmwtraining@gmail.com
mailto:gmwtraining@gmail.com
mailto:gmw.publicrelations@googlemail.com
mailto:gmw.publicrelations@googlemail.com
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/membership-administration/gdpr/keeping-info-safe-training/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/membership-administration/gdpr/keeping-info-safe-training/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/membership-administration/gdpr/keeping-info-safe-training/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/membership-administration/gdpr/keeping-info-safe-training/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/membership-administration/gdpr/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-unit/membership-administration/gdpr/
mailto:email%20%20disclosures@girlguiding.org.uk
mailto:email%20%20disclosures@girlguiding.org.uk
mailto:GMWGOcoordinator@hotmail.com
mailto:GMWGOcoordinator@hotmail.com


                                  
 

7. IMPORTANT REMINDER RE: 1ST RESPONSE  
Everyone in a volunteer role is encouraged to complete 1st Response training.  It is especially useful 
for commissioners, leaders, young leaders, unit helpers and unit occasional helpers.  Members of 
the Senior Section can also choose to do the course as part of their personal development. 

  The following members are required to attend the training: 
• Those completing the Leadership Qualification without a valid first aid qualification 
• Commissioners 

One person in every unit leadership team must have a valid first aid qualification. Courses below: 
 

8. Trainings: 
To book on any of the sessions below please contact Rebecca Carr via gmwtraining@gmail.com 
as places are limited. Applications must be made and confirmed in advance. 

 1
st Response 

Sat 16th Nov  1st Response Refresher is being offered at county training day – see 
separate forms 

Sun 1st Dec 1st Response Full Course – 9.00am – 3.30pm 
The Scout HQ, St Peters Assembly Rooms, Cecil Road, Hale, WA15 9NU 

Sat 11th Jan 1st Response Full Course – 9.00am – 3.30pm - Swinton to be confirmed. 

Programme Trainings 
Mon 14th Oct Doing our best for YLs: Training for YL and/or their unit leaders 7.30-

9.00pm.  St Matthew’s Community Hall, Chapel lane, Stretford, M32 9AJ 
Wed 16th Oct Making your accounts work for you – 7.30-9.00pm Oasis Academy, King 

William St, Salford M50 3UQ (entrance to the car park is on Broadway). 
Sat 16th Nov County Training Day – It’s a kind of magic- Oasis Academy, Salford. Places 

filling fast – apply soon - Flyers now available from division and district 
meetings and from the county website.  Deadline 5th November.   

Sat 8th Feb 
2020 

Going away with… Training for leaders wishing to take their girls on 
residential events – Save the date – booking forms available shortly.   
9.30am-4.30pm – Ashley Centre, Breach House Lane, Mobberley, WA16 7NT. 

Tue 10th March Programme Training – How to adapt the programme for your girls 
7.30pm-9.00pm – Walkden Gateway Centre. 

Sat 2nd May Outdoor Activities – Outdoor skills including camping 
Details to be confirmed – Ashley Camp Site, Mobberley WA15 7NT 

Leadership Qualification trainings 
Mon 2nd Dec Leaders in training: Evidence evening  Have help completing clauses and 

putting your file together.   7.00-8.00pm, St Mary Magdalene Church 
Centre, 44 Moss Ln, Sale M33 6GD. 

Thur 5th Dec Leaders in training: Evidence evening  Have help completing clauses and 
putting your file together.   7.00-8.00pm, St Mary’s Church Hall, Oxford Rd, 
Eccles M30 0LU 

A Safe Space Trainings  
We have been asked by Girlguiding to ensure that 90% of volunteers/ young leaders have 
completed all of their A Safe Space trainings by December 2019. During 2020 we will have to be 
doing the renewals for those who attended during and before 2017. 
A Safe Space Trainings:  Please would all volunteers aged 14 and over ensure that you have 
completed level 1 of A Safe Space. This is a 20 minute e-learning programme found at:  
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-training/ 
All young leaders, unit helpers and leaders need levels 1 and 2. One person with the role of 
‘leader, assistant leader or leader in training’ per unit needs level 3. 
Sat 19th Oct A Safe Space – Quest Scout Hut, Barton Rd, Stretford M32 9PA 

Level 1 - 9.30 - 10.30am 
Level 2 – 10.30 - 12.30pm        Level 3 – 1.00 - 4.00pm 

Sun 1st Dec A Safe Space – Scout HQ, St Peters Assembly Rooms, Hale, WA15 9NU 
Level 1 – 9am-10am, Level 2 – 10am-12.noon,  Level 3 – 12.30-3.30pm 

Please note that trainings are also available in neighboring counties.  See the Girlguiding North West 
England website North West England Training Calendar. However should you attend a training outside 
our County, please contact GMWGOcoordinator@hotmail.com so that your GO record can be updated. 
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9. Annual subscription  
 
The annual subscription for February 2020 will be £29 per head.   
Further details will be issued following the November County Exec Meeting. 
 

10. County Appointments 
 
New appointments 
 
Rebecca Nicholson – District Commissioner (Designate) - Height District 
Clare Kendal – District Commissioner (Designate) – Ashton on Mersey North District 
 
End of Role 

 
Rosemary Tinsley – District Commissioner – Height District 
Pam Williams – District Commissioner – Ashton on Mersey North District 
 
We would like to thank Rosemary and Pam for all their hard work during the time in their roles. 

  
11. County Vacancies 

 
The County Outdoor Adviser role is currently vacant. 
If you would like to be considered for this role, or know someone who may be suitable, please 
contact Ann Healey for more information gmwcountycomm@gmail.com

 
The PR Team are looking for an additional person to join them – if you are interested 
please contact Caron to find out more - gmw.publicrelations@gmail.com 

 
12. Mentors required for the Leadership qualification if you are able to support a new 

leader please contact Linda Helsby (c/o gmwsec@gmail.com) to find out more about 
becoming a mentor. 

 
13. Outdoor Activities: Don’t forget our county’s Fun Outdoors Challenge for programme 

ideas.   For the syllabus and how to buy badges visit the GMW website or email Mavis via 
gmwsec@gmail.com 

 
14. County Training Day – It’s a kind of magic- Oasis Academy, Salford. Places filling fast – 

apply soon - Flyers available from Division and District meetings and from the County 
website, http://www.gmwguiding.org.uk  - Deadline 5th November.   

 
15. County Presentation Evening – Tuesday 5th May 2020 – Save the date – To be held at 

Bowdon Rugby Club.  This will be hosted by Altrincham South. Further details in future 
County Notes. 

 
16. County Trip to Disneyland Paris – 5th-8th April 2020  
 Five coach loads of girls and leaders are going on this trip.  Leaders will be contacted 

directly about future planning meetings.  Should any changes need to be made 
regarding attendees, please can leaders contact the main organising team as soon as 
possible.  There are five places now available on the trip – contact Paula Gray (via 
gmwsec@gmail.com) for further information as soon as possible. 

 
17. GMW FEST 2020 – Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th July 2020 at Ashley Camp Site Mobberley. 

This event will be for Guides (School Year 7 and above) and Rangers. 
The next planning meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th November, 7.30pm, at  
St Mark’s Church, Worsley Brow, Worsley, M28 2WH. 
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18. ASHLEY 
 

Ashley - Wardens urgently required!  
Wardens are required for the house, lodge and campsites at Ashley to welcome groups 
in and see them out of the premises. 
Wardens operate on a rota basis and would ideally take responsibility for both the 
welcome and farewell of a group, but job share is available.   
For more information please contact Vicky Isaac c/o gmwsec@gmail.com 
 
Ashley Bookings available online  
 
Leaders can find out more about Ashley and the facilities via the GMW website, 
where there is also the option to check which dates are available and book online. 
Ashley Booking Website 
 
Wake up Ashley 
Come along and help get the House and Lodge ready for visitors in 2020.  
Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th January.  Further details will be circulated in due course. 

 
100 Club Winners: 
 
100 CLUB: Ashley Management Committee runs the 100 Club.  It is £12.00 to take part 
and you will be given a participation number.  Each month the number will be put in 
the draw and a 1st and 2nd prize will be awarded. On the last month of the draw there 
is also an annual prize. To take part please complete the form on the GMW website  
100 Club Form    Recent winners of the 100 Club are: 
 
October – 1st Prize – Beryl Hardman (ticket 34) and 2nd Prize – Liz Absalom (Ticket 31) 
 
Ashley Butterfly and Busy Bee Challenge Badges 
Members of the Groundwork Team at Ashley have devised two challenge badges that can 
be worked for whilst girls are staying at Ashley.  The first is a Butterfly Challenge and 
the second a Busy Bee Challenge.  Details are on the Ashley website and the badges can 
be purchased when completing the Ashley balance of payment form. 
 
Ashley Challenge Badge: The syllabus is on the website: 
http://www.gmwguiding.org.uk/index.php?pageId=530  badges are available at £1.00 
each.   Please mention when booking Ashley if you wish to order badges: 
gmwashleybookings@gmail.com 
 
Friends of Ashley – individuals and units/groups are invited to become Friends of Ashley.  
For a small annual donation you can support Friends to purchase equipment for use at 
Ashley by the girls and leaders who use the facilities.  Contact Doris Wood via 
gmwsec@gmail.com. 
 

19.  Comfort Bags 
 
THANK YOU!  Not only have we received the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service for 
this work, but more importantly the number of bags is increasing all the time, and in 
our County alone we have provided over 5400, with over 13,500 across the Region.  
These are appreciated by those who receive them. We have had some thank you letters 
sent directly to units due to the labels.  Bags now also going to Wythenshawe Hospital. 
Please keep collecting!  In particular we are currently short of small notebooks and 
small shower gels to go in the bags. 
This is ongoing community service and can be used as such in your unit’s programme. We 
also need more people to sew 8" x 12" drawstring bags in plain or muted patterned 
material. Do you know anyone who can help?  Please contact Pat Mayle via 
gmwsec@gmail.com  
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20.     County metal badges and Gold Awards:  
 
All leaders are entitled to wear the metal version of the county badge. They cost £1.00.  
Please send orders via email to Samantha Armitage at gmwbadgesec@gmail.com.    
Cheques payable to Girlguiding GMW. Cloth badges for girls - 15p. 
New Programme Gold Award badges – please note that these have to be ordered via 
Samantha as County Badge Secretary. They are not paid for from county funds but by the 
unit ordering them. 

 
21.    Girlguiding Shops and depots within the County: 

 
Please encourage leaders  and girls’ parents  alike  to  use the local depots:  
Contact details can be requested from gmwsec@gmail.com 
 
Altrincham North: Timperley District contact Mercy Mace.  Altrincham Jenny Barton. 
 
Altrincham South: contact Diane Sproston with orders. 
 
Sale: first and third Saturdays of the month during term time, from 10am to 12noon at 
Coppice Avenue Scout Hut which is located behind Coppice Avenue Library. To check if 
the shop is open or if an item will be in stock please contact Sue Raby. 
 
Eccles: Eccles has a Guide and Scout Shop based at Patricroft Methodist Church, Alexandra 
Road.  It is open between 7.00 pm and 8.30 pm on Wednesdays and between 10 am and 12 
noon on Saturdays.  It is not open during the school holidays. The contacts are Freda 
Cantwell or Muriel Taylor. 
 
Stretford: www.girlguidingstretforddepot.org.uk contact Sharon Grady with orders. 
 
Urmston: Dyson House, Newton Rd. Urmston – any Saturday morning except school 
holidays and Bank Holiday Weekends.  10.00am – 12.30. Contact Sue Fraser. 
 
 

GMW County Calendar 2019/2020 
 

2019  
14.10.19 Doing our best for YLs: Training for YL and/or their unit leaders 7.30-9.00pm.  St 

Matthew’s Community Hall, Chapel lane, Stretford, Manchester M32 9AJ. To book on 
this training please email gmwtraining@gmail.com 

16.10.19 Making your accounts work for you –7.30-9.00pm. 
Oasis Academy, King William St, Salford M50 3UQ (entrance to the car park is on 
Broadway).  To book on this training please email gmwtraining@gmail.com 

19.10.19 A Safe Space – Quest Scout Hut, Barton Rd, Stretford M32 9PA 
Level 1 - 9.30-10.30am         Level 2 – 10.30-12.30pm            Level 3 – 1.00-4.00pm 
To book on this training please email gmwtraining@gmail.com 
 13.11.19 Planning meeting for GMW Fest 2020 – 7.30pm at St Mark’s Church, Worsley Brow, 
Worsley, M28 2WH 

16.11.19 County Training Day – It’s a kind of magic- Oasis Academy, Salford. Places filling fast – 
apply soon - Flyers available from division and district meetings and from the county 
website.  Deadline 5th November.   

21.11.19 County Advisers’ Meeting – 7.30pm, St. Margaret Ward School, Cherry Lane.  
Sale, M33 4GY 

 26.11.19 County Executive Meeting – 7.30pm – The Cornerstone Room, Timperley Methodist 
Church, Stockport Road, Timperley, WA15 7UG 
 

1.12.19 1st Response Full Course – 9.00am – 3.30pm.  The Scout HQ, St Peters Assembly 
Rooms, Cecil Road, Hale, WA15 9NU.  To book please email gmwtraining@gmail.com 
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1.12.19 A Safe Space – The Scout HQ, St Peters Assembly Rooms, Cecil Road, Hale, WA15 9NU. 
Level 1 - 9.00-10.00am          Level 2 – 10.00-12.00pm        Level 3 – 12.30-3.30pm 
To book on this training please email gmwtraining@gmail.com 
 

2.12.19 Leaders in training: Evidence evening -  help completing clauses and putting your file 
together. 7.00-8.00pm, St Mary Magdalene Church Centre, 44 Moss Lane, Sale M33  
6GD. To book on this training please email gmwtraining@gmail.com 

5.12.19 Leaders in training: Evidence evening -  help completing clauses and putting your file 
together. St Mary’s Church Hall, Oxford Rd, Eccles M30 0LU 7.00-8.00pm, To book on 
this training please email gmwtraining@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
2020  

11.1.20 1st Response – Full Course – 9am-3.30pm - Swinton area to be confirmed. Contact 
gmwtraining@gmail.com for further information. 

   18/19.1.20 Wake up Ashley – Come along and help get Ashley House and Lodge ready for visitors. 

25/26.1.20 GMW Commissioners’ Weekend – Commissioners please save the date - Venue and 
details to be circulated following the next County Executive Meeting in November. 

5.2.20 County Executive Meeting – 7.30pm, venue in Sale to be confirmed. 

8.2.20 Going Away With… Training for leaders wishing to learn more about the qualification 
to help them take their girls away on residential events.  9.30am-4.30pm – Ashley 
Lodge – Application forms will coming out shortly. 
 
 

10.3.20 Programme Training – How to adapt the programme for your girls  7.30pm-9pm. 
Walkden Gateway. To book on this training please email gmwtraining@gmail.com 
 March 20 County Executive Meeting – Date to be confirmed once Region Conference is agreed. 

5-8.4.20 County Trip to Disneyland Paris 
 
 2.5.20 Outdoor Activities Training Outdoor skills including skills for camping – Ashley Camp 
Site, Mobberley - time to be confirmed 

5.5.20 County Presentation Evening 2020 – Save the date – Altrincham South Division to host. 

13.6.20 County Ball for all adult volunteers – Save the date – Buile Hill Park Hall. 

1.7.20 County Executive Meeting – 7.30pm – Ashley Lodge, Breach House Ln, Mobberley 

3.7.20 to 
5.7.20 

GMW Fest 2020 – Camp for Guides (Year 7 and above) and Rangers.  Ashley Camp Site, 
Mobberley.  Save the date flyers are now out.  Next planning meeting will be held on 
Wed 13th November at 7.30pm at St Mark’s Church, Worsley Brow, Worsley, M28 2WH.
  

 
Website links referred to in these notes: 
 
GMW Website - http://www.gmwguiding.org.uk/ 
 
Keeping information safe – e-learning -  https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-
unit/membership-administration/gdpr/keeping-info-safe-training/ 
 
Girlguiding GDPR information - https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/running-your-
unit/membership-administration/gdpr/ 
 
A safe space – e-learning - https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-
safe-space-training/ 
 
Girlguiding North West England Training Calendar - https://www.girlguidingnwe.org.uk/training-and-events/ 
 
Ashley bookings - http://www.gmwguiding.org.uk/index.php?pageId=523 
 
Ashley – 100 Club form - http://www.gmwguiding.org.uk/index.php?pageId=459 
 

  Updated following County Meeting - 10.10.2019 
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