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Please share this with your young leaders and anyone who doesn’t have an email address on GO  

  
1. 

 
Contacts – For general enquiries about running your unit and district/division matters please contact your 
local commissioner. 
For queries related to county matters please contact either Chris Rimmer or Amy Fraser, County 
Commissioners, at gmwcountycomm@gmail.com or Laura Backhouse (County Secretary) at 
gmwsec@gmail.com 
For training queries contact Rebecca Carr at gmwtraining@gmail.com  
Please see our new County Website: http://www.girlguidinggmw.org.uk/  
 

 
2. 

 
Have you got any unit news to share? Please send your story with photos (make sure you have photo 
consent) via email to gmw.publicrelations@gmail.com  
 

 
3. 

 
A Safe Space. 
A massive thank you to everyone for completing their A Safe Space levels.  
We have several Duke of Edinburgh volunteers and young leaders who need to do their training. Please can 
you make sure all volunteer doing level 1 has the correct email address on GO before they do level 1 and 
that young leaders have the correct details on GO before they do levels 1 and 2. Please take a photo of 
the completed training as it in case it does not automatically add to your record. The most common 
reason for this is an incorrect email address on Go. 
 
A Safe Space training is an ongoing commitment. Levels 1, 2 and 3 should be renewed every three 
years, level 4 every five years. You will be given 120 days warning when you need to renew your 
training. Please make sure your email address is correct on GO.  
please email the Go coordinator at: GMWGOcoordinator@hotmail.com 
 

 
4. 

 
Membership Systems – County GO – Co-ordinator, Becky Patten, can offer help and advice as well as 
answer any queries. Email: GMWGOcoordinator@hotmail.com 
Important – All leaders using GO are reminded to regularly check for communications sent via 
my communication tab on GO. It can be found in the top right of the menu bar drop-down box where 
the leader’s name is shown under Communications. 
 

 
5. 

 
Girlguiding website, including GO, is at  https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/  
 

 
6. 

 
A Safe Space Trainings: 
 
A Safe Space Level 1 e-learning 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-
training/a-safe-space-level-1--an-introduction/  
 
A Safe Space Level 2 e-learning 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/learning-and-development/a-safe-space-
training/a-safe-space-level-2--creating-a-safe-space/  
Please make sure you insert your Girlguiding membership number and take a screenshot  
 
A Safe Space level 3 
Via region https://www.girlguidingnwe.org.uk/training-and-events/  
Or via the learning tab on GO 
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We are now on the new 1st Response training – no refreshers. Everyone must do the full course every 3 
years. If someone’s 1st Response is due to expire, they must sign up for a full course. 
 

 
7. 

 
Subscriptions Key dates 2021 
Trial invoices live 26th January. 
Amendments must be made before 22nd February 7.00 pm 
**Invoices live and payable immediately 23rd February 2021**  
Subscriptions amount will be £30.70 per person. There has been no increase by district, division, county or 
region.  
Subscription grant application forms round 2, are available now. 
Please download the form from: http://www.girlguidinggmw.org.uk/finance  
 

 
8. 

 
County Appointments 
Alex Hardiman County International Adviser 
Joint PR Leads Aisha Barker and K’Dee Melfi 
Congratulations and welcome to you all! 
 
County Roles Ending 
Caron Hilton will be handing over the PR lead role over the next few weeks. 
Thank you for your hard work and commitment to Girlguiding Greater Manchester West Caron. 
 

 
9. 

 
Membership Growth 
Recruitment campaign Monday 15th February to 22nd February 2021. More details to follow. 
 

 
10. 

 
County Metal Badges and Gold Awards: 
All leaders are entitled to wear the metal version of our County badge. They cost £1.00. Please send 
orders via email to Samantha Armitage at gmwbadgesec@gmail.com. 
Cheques payable to Guide Association GMW. Cloth badges for girls,15p. 
 
Programme Gold Award Badges – please note that these have to be ordered via 
Samantha as County Badge Secretary, however they are not paid for by our County but by the unit 
ordering them. gmwbadgesec@gmail.com  
 

 
11. 

 
International Events 
All international events have been cancelled for 2021. 
 

 
12. 

 
Comfort Bags 
Thanks, have been received from all local hospitals for the comfort bags and treat bags donated over the 
last few months and they are appreciative that the scheme is continuing. 
Treat bags would be gratefully received for St Ann’s Hospice and the local hospitals. If you can help, 
please contact Pat Mayle.  
 

 
13. 

 
Ashley  
Remains closed and is likely to be closed until 1st June. Please note this date may be pushed back further 
due to Coronavirus. 
 
Friends of Ashley  
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Individuals and units/groups are invited to become Friends of Ashley. For a small annual donation, you can 
support Friends to purchase equipment for use at Ashley by the girls and leaders who use the facilities. 
Contact Doris Wood via gmwsec@gmail.com  
 
Wardens Required! 
Wardens are required for the house, lodge and campsites at Ashley to welcome groups in and see them out 
of the premises. 
Wardens operate on a rota basis and ideally take responsibility for both the welcome and farewell of a 
group, but job share is available. 
For more information, please contact Vicky Isaac c/o gmwsec@gmail.com  
 
100 Club Winners: 
                          1st Prize                                        2nd Prize  
December           Joan Ford (72)                              Muriel Taylor (14)  
January               6th Davyhulme Brownies (63)          Belinda Henshall (21)         
 
If you are interested in joining the 100 club please email gmwsec@gmail.com  
 

  
Virtual meetings: 
The guidelines regarding meeting virtually have now changed. To read the update please click here: 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/adventures-at-home/online-guiding-and-virtual-unit-
meetings/safe-online-guiding/  
 

 
14. 

 
County Role Vacancies  
 
Events management team. Interested in becoming a member of the events management team? Want 
more information? Please email gmwsec@gmail.com   
 
County Training Weekend 8-10th October 2021. We are looking for a group of people to help organise 
and run the event. To find out more please contact Laura at gmwsec@gmail.com   
 
County Springtime Virtual Event Volunteers needed to help run the event. Please let Laura know if you 
are interested. We want to organise an uplifting event for girls and leaders in April. gmwsec@gmail.com   
 
County Trainers  
Girlguiding Greater Manchester West has a great reputation for providing exceptionally good training. We 
are looking for new trainers, full training and support given, commit to as much time as you want. We are 
especially looking for volunteers to support our 1st Response team. 
Please email Rebecca at gmwtraining@gmail.com  
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/globalassets/docs-and-resources/volunteer-roles/Trainer-Volunteer-
Role-Description.pdf  
 
 
County LQ Mentors  
 
Could you help support a new leader in training through their qualification? If so please contact Judith at: 
gmwlqadviser@gmail.com   
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/globalassets/docs-and-resources/volunteer-roles/mentor-volunteer-role-
description.pdf  
 

 Saturday 23rd January 2021 
 

Commissioner conference 9.00 -12.45 pm Zoom 
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 Saturday 30th January 2021 1st Response full course modules 2 
and 3 

TBC Zoom  

 Saturday 6th February 2021 
 

Leader in Training catch-up  10am-12.30pm Zoom 

 Sunday 14th February 2021 1st Response full course modules 2 
and 3  

TBC Zoom  

 Wednesday 24th February 2021 
 

County Exec Catch-up 7.30 pm Zoom 

 Wednesday 10th March 2021 
 

Introduction to unit accounts  7.30pm – 9pm  Zoom  

 Saturday 20th March 2021 Region Conference Virtual - open to 
everyone. 

TBC Zoom 

 April Date TBC 
 

Welcome to Guiding    

 Saturday 28th June 2021 
 

Leader in Training catch-up 10am – 12.30pm Zoom 

 Wednesday 14th July 2021 
 

County Exec 7.00 pm Ashley 

 Tuesday 12th October 2021 
 

County Exec Catch-up 8.15 pm Zoom 

 Friday 8th October – Sunday 
10th October 
 

County Training Weekend Postponed 
Provisional date 
30th September 2022 

Waddow 

 


